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Lesson Topic: Landforms

Grade Level: 2nd Grade

	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Establish Goals/Content Standards:
PA Department of Education Academic Standards for Geography

7.1. Basic Geography Literacy

7.1.3.B.—Identify and locate places and regions.

· Physical features

* Major landforms, rivers and lakes in North America

7.2. The Physical Characteristics of Places and Regions

7.2.3.A.—Identify the physical characteristics of places and regions.

· Physical properties

* Landforms (e.g., plains, hills, plateaus and mountains)

* Bodies of water (e.g., rivers, lakes, seas and oceans)

* Weather and climate

* Vegetation and animals

7.4. The Interactions Between People and Places

7.4.3.A.—Identify the impacts of physical systems on people.

· How people depend on, adjust to and modify physical systems on a local scale

Common Core State Standards for Grade 2
Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.2.2. Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.

RI.2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.

Writing Strands

W.2.6. With guidance and support form adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).



	Understandings:

Students will understand that…

…different parts of the country have various landforms.

…weather changes the formation of landforms.

…various landforms have an affect on crop growth.
	Essential Questions:
What are the various landforms?

Why do landforms affect climate?

How do landforms impact the way that people live?




	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks:
K-W-L – Students will participate in the completion of a K-W-L chart relating to landforms.
Landform Model – Students will create a 3-D model of a selected landform using various materials.  

Brochure – Students will design a brochure on a region of the country.  The brochure will focus on the landforms of that region and activities that relate to that landform.

Acrostic Poem – Students will write an acrostic poem using the name of a landform.  Each letter will relate to/explain an aspect of that particular landform.
PowerPoint – Students will create a PowerPoint of crops that grow in a particular landform area.  The PowerPoint will include how the landform affects the planting and growth of the crops.

	Other Evidence:
Quiz – Students will take a quiz on the vocabulary related to landforms.

Responses – Students will either orally or in written form respond to one of the “What I Want to Know” questions from the K-W-L chart.
Test –Students will complete a test on facts about various landforms. 




