Distinguishing Essential Questions from Knowledge Questions
	Essential Questions
	Knowledge Questions

	1. Are meant to be explored, argued, and continually revisited (and reflected upon).

2. Have various plausible answers. Often the answers to these questions raise new questions.

3. Should spark or provoke thought and stimulate students to engage in sustained inquiry and extended thinking.

4. Reflect genuine questions that real people seriously ask, either in their work or in their lives—not a “teacherly” question asked only in schools.
	1. Have a specific, straightforward, unproblematic answer.

2. Are asked to prompt factual recall rather than to generate a sustained inquiry.

3. Are more likely to be asked by a teacher or a textbook than by a curious student or person out in the world.

4. Are more rhetorical than genuine.


